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 *UPDATED* Monkeypox Testing Procedure 

Monkey Pox samples must be sent to the NV State Public Health Lab (NSPHL) at UNR. Do not send labs based on patient insurance. NO EXCEPTIONS WILL BE MADE.

PURPOSE 
Effective communication and precautionary measures between specimen collection teams and laboratory staff are essential to maximizing quality of sample collection and proper turnaround time of testing. 

EQUIPMENT AND MATERIALS NEEDED 
Culture collection and transport container *(Non-cotton swab in Viral Transport Media – VTM)*
	
[image: Q:\Infection Prevention and Control\Outbreaks, clusters, investigations\MonkeyPox 2022\3C057N-2-wht-3.jpg]PROCEDURE FOR COLLECTING THE SWAB 
1. If Monkeypox is suspected and patient meets appropriate risk factors, ensure patient is in proper precautions. notify these departments with patient information ASAP: 
a. Microbiology (982- 5538)
b. Washoe County Health District (775-328-2447) 
c. Email Infection prevention at Infection.prevention.control@Renown.org
2. Patients with rule out Monkeypox cannot have viral cultures ordered and will be cancelled by lab. PCR testing is the only acceptable test at this time: 
3. Before collecting sample, perform hand hygiene and wear appropriate personal protective equipment (PPE). 
a. [bookmark: OLE_LINK5][bookmark: OLE_LINK6]Patient should be placed in Enhanced Droplet & Contact precautions (N95, gloves and gown).
b. If patient is being ruled out for disseminated herpes zoster or varicella place patient in Airborne (N95 respirator) and contact precautions. 
4. Open the swab package by grasping the plastic at the opposite end from the soft tip. Without contaminating the tip remove the swab from its packaging. 
5. Collect at least 2 swabs per lesion and swab vigorously to collect adequate DNA. 
a. De-roofing lesion is not necessary
b. Lesions should preferably be collected from different locations on the body with differing appearance and collected in pairs (suggest 2-3 lesions in total). Each swab is placed into a separate VTM container. 
c. Lesion crusts in VTM is also an acceptable specimen type. 
6. Remove the cap from the viral transport media (VTM) tube, then place the soft end of the collection swab into the tube. Be careful to keep the cap from touching any materials that may contaminate your sample. Label each distinct collection site on specimen container.
7. Apply patient identification label and fill out lab requisition (See attached). It will be ordered as a MISCELLANEOUS test in EPIC.  
8. Place in specimen bag and transport refrigerated (2-8⁰ C) to Renown laboratory with State lab requisition (DO NOT PLACE SPECIMENS IN THE TUBE SYSTEM).
9. Sample can be sent via Routine lab courier (982-4152). 
10. Perform standard cleaning and disinfection procedures.
11. TAT for testing is ~24-72 hours. Testing is batched at the NSPHL M-F 8am-5pm.
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Client #: 180

Renown Regional Medical Center

Attn: Microbiology
1155 Mill Street
Reno, NV 89502

Phone: 775-982-5538

NEVADA STATE PUBLIC HEALTH LABORATORY
1660 NORTH VIRGINIA STREET
RENO, NV 89503
Phone: (775) 688-1335 Fax: (775) 688-1460
MEDICAL DIRECTOR: Marcus Erling MD

*** PLEASE INCLUDE PATIENT

AND/OR PHYSICIAN ZIP
CODE FOR NEVADA EPI
TRACKING PURPOSES™***

Fax: 775-982-5508

Patient Last Name:

Sex Date of Bisth:

Patient First Name:

Patient ID #:

Requesting Physician or RN:

Originating Client Zip Code (Mandatory for NV Epi
Patient’s Address w/ Zip Code (Mandatory for NV Epi

Collection Date:

Collection Time:

Specimen Source:

Comments/Notes:

**Check box to the left of test to be ordered**

AFB Smear & Culture

Bordatella pertussis PCR.

Campylobacter Screen

'AFB ldentification

Carbapenemase PCR- Rectal Swab
(formerly CRE-Cepheid)

Carbapenem-resistant
Acinetobacter

“AFB Semsitivity

Carbapenem-resistant
Enterobacteriaceae

Carbapenem-resistant
Preudomonas seruginosa

"AFB Patient Status Gastrointestinal Panel PCR Hantavius, 12G & 1M
Suspect Case Tnfluenza, PCR Measles PCR.
TImmigrant Status MUMPS PCR. Norwalk  Like Virus, PCR
B Reference (Jsolate) Cultuce for Respiratory Panel 2 PCR
Identification:

Salmonella Serotyping Serotyping | Confirmation
Organism:

Shiga toxia Producing Shigelia Serotyping

Trioplex ZIKA-Urine Trioplex ZIKA,Chikungunys,

Dengue-Serum

West Nile Virus, 12G & I\

RVCT #:
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